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W I N T E R  P RO G R A M S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

 Our room at MPTC is B141. People can park in the B lot  
on the north side of MPTC and enter door B3. 

Community Shopping at Just Fare Market  
Thursday, December 4, 10 am – 5 pm 

Small Mountain Owls (Presentation) 
Wednesday, January 14, 7 pm,  

via Zoom on your computer or phone

Snowshoe Saturday at Kiekhaefer Park 
Saturday, January 17, 1 pm

Bird Seed Sale at Haentze Floral 
Orders due January 10. Pick up on January 31.

Gardening for Pollinators  
Using Native Plants (Presentation)  

Wednesday, February 11, 7 pm, MPTC Room B141

Great Backyard Bird Count
February 13–16

 More information on programs and activities is on page 5.

Visit Us at fdlaudubon.org 
Follow Us on Facebook Elizab
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T H E H E RO N

Small World, Large Impact  
Audubon-Style Part Two 
In Part 1 (see website archive Fall 2025 newsletter), 
I described the unexpected events that led to my 
serendipitous meeting last year with Diana Beck (our 
Board President) and my contact with her late father, 
Dr. Stan D. Beck almost 50 years ago. Here I discuss 
my interaction with Dr. Beck and his significant 
impact on entomology (insect study) and on my career 
as a professional entomologist. 

In 1978–79, I was temporarily employed in the 
Department of Entomology at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison where Dr. Beck was an eminent 
professor. In another serendipitous encounter: Dr. J. 
Mark Scriber was also a professor there – we overlapped 
during our Ph.D. research at Cornell University and 
we often had intense discussions about our research 
and its relevance to insect ecology. We wanted to work 
together but went separate ways after obtaining our 
degrees and had little contact. This was before personal 
computers, smartphones, email, texting, etc., which 
made interacting with distant colleagues difficult. Mark 
and I took advantage of our proximity at UW to 
collaborate on a major project that had its inception 
at Cornell. We planned to compile, summarize, and 
interpret much of the information published over 
the years by numerous researchers regarding the 
relationship between the behavior, physiology, and 
ecology of insects and the food their immature stages 
consume (such as butterfly and moth caterpillars 
that eat either leaves of trees, grasses or herbaceous 
plants) – we called this ‘nutritional ecology.’ For the 
greatest impact, we needed to publish our results in a 
highly respected, well-read source – the Annual Review 
of Entomology (ARE) – the ‘go-to’ reference for 
obtaining thorough reviews and the latest information 
on insects.

However, we faced some obstacles. First, ARE 
articles are typically written by well-established 
researchers but we were relative ‘newbies,’ only around 
five years post Ph.D. Second, to publish in ARE one 
had to be invited by a member of its editorial board. 
Fortunately (more serendipity!), Dr. Beck was an ARE 
board member, so we ‘pitched’ our proposal, rather 
nervously, at least for me, because Dr. Beck was an 
entomological icon. He might have said something 
like, “This is an interesting proposal but contact me 
in a few years after you have better established your 
careers and I’ll evaluate it then.” Instead, Dr. Beck 

EE Fund Receives Grant
Fond du Lac County Audubon Society (soon to be 
Fond du Lac Area Bird & Nature Alliance) has received 
a $500 4imprint promotional products grant one for 
our Dave Stetter Environmental Education Fund! 
We selected stainless steel water bottles to give to 
camp scholarship winners and to first place prize 
winners in the Fond du Lac County Land and Water 
Conservation Department poster contest. A reusable 
stainless steel water bottle promotes a sustainable 
alternative to plastic and does not leach harmful 
chemicals (BPA or phthalates) into the environment. 
We are very thankful 
to 4imprint’s generous 
donation. The company is 
headquartered in Oshkosh.

saw the value in our project and believed we could 
accomplish it so he suggested we proceed. We were 
building on some of his research involving landmark 
work in insect nutrition and host-plant resistance. For 
example, Dr. Beck developed some of the first artificial 
food for insects which is essential for determining their 
nutritional requirements. 

Now our real work began – we read hundreds of 
published studies comprised of thousands of pages. 
A digital spreadsheet would have been helpful but 
this was pre-personal computer, so I used a manual 
spreadsheet, which was a pad of paper approximately 
two feet wide on which I recorded relevant data. As 
I recall, this process took over a year to complete, 
and our work was published in the ARE. Dr. Beck’s 
foresight about the potential relevance of our project 
proved accurate – after a few years, our publication 
was awarded a prestigious ‘Citation Classic’ by the 
Institute for Scientific Information because it was 
so highly cited by researchers worldwide compared 
with other entomological reviews at that time. Our 
publication and this award proved highly beneficial 
to Mark’s and my careers, and we both became full 
professors at major universities. Although we were the 
recipients of this noteworthy designation, I’ve always 
felt that Dr. Beck should have shared in it because 
without his research and his wisdom in facilitating 
our project, it is unlikely we would have made such a 
significant contribution to creating the subdiscipline of  
‘nutritional ecology’ within the field of entomology. 
— Frank Slansky, Fslansky321@gmail.com

�Many thanks to Colleen Kottke, Lani Krug and Connie Steinke  
for their wonderful help with typing and editorial assistance.
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2025 Dave Stetter Environmental 
Education Fund Uses
Five Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Camp 
scholarships were awarded at the May meeting: 
three to the North Lakeland Discovery High School 
camp at Manitowish Waters and two to the Upham 
Woods Middle School Camp near Wisconsin Dells.  
High School camp students are: Barrett Kolath 
from Bessie Allen School in North Fond du Lac; 
and Vera Waterman and Emerson Willis, both from 
Woodworth Middle School in Fond du Lac. The 
Middle School camp students are: Cole Johnson from 
the Rural Virtual School (Malone) and Dane Streeter 
from Woodworth in Fond du Lac. Barrett summed 
up his camp experiences, “I left having a greater 
understanding about the ecosystems and the positive 
as well as the negative effects we can have on the 
environments around us.” Amber Cannon, Upham 
Woods camp counselor sent this comment, “Both of 
your scholarship recipients, Dane and Cole, were in 
our day group and I just have to say, they are truly 
wonderful kids. They asked thoughtful questions, 
stayed engaged throughout all the activities, and 
were an absolute joy to be around.” 

Thirty-five second through fifth graders from the 
Fond du Lac Boys & Girls Club participated in the 
June 24 field trip to the Horicon Education and 
Visitor Center, part of the State Wildlife Area. The 
children hiked the boardwalk trails, did a wildlife 
Olympics activity, engaged in pond study, and visited 
The Explorium. Their favorite activity was 
pond study.

The EE fund paid for a field trip bus 
from The Wisconsin State Science Teachers 
Conference held in Oshkosh to the Julie 

Fitzpatrick farm near Lamartine. Teachers learned 
about prairie restoration and grassland management for 
birds and pollinators.

String bags and water bottles with an EE Fund logo 
will be donated to the Fond du Lac Land and Water 
Conservation Department to be used as prizes for their 
Student (K–12) Environmental Poster Competition. 

The Dave Stetter Environmental Education Fund 
was established in honor of Dave Stetter, long-time 
Audubon member and local science teacher who 
highly valued youth outdoor education activities.

Those wishing to contribute to the fund to support such activities may 
send checks to Mike Sweney, Fond du Lac Audubon, N5545 Winnvue 
Ct., Fond du Lac, WI 54937. Make checks payable to Dave Stetter EE 
Fund. We are a 501c(3) nonprofit tax-exempt organization.

2025 Dave Stetter 
Environmental 
Education Fund 
Scholarship 
Winners

Cole Johnson  
Dane Streeter 
Vera Waterman 
Emerson Willis 
Barrett Kolath

Boys & Girls Club field trip  
pond study at  
Horicon  
Marsh
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Horicon Bank Donation
As part of Earth Day, the Fond du Lac Horicon 
Banks made a donation of $1,000.00 to our Bird & 
Nature Alliance (Audubon) chapter. The bank wanted 
to contribute toward a local organization that was 
working on environmental issues. We would like to 
extend our gratitude for their generous contribution.

Our Chapter Name Change
The board has officially adopted a new name for our 
chapter. Changing a name is a prolonged process, and 
some tweaking may occur along the way. As indicated 
in our summer 2025 newsletter, the name “Audubon” 
has been eliminated by many Audubon groups and 
most are using some version of “Bird Alliance.”

We wanted our name to reflect our chapter’s 
mission and activities. As a result, we are calling 
ourselves “Bird & Nature Alliance.” Our chapter is 
more than a bird watching group. We are concerned 
about the habitat that supports birds and educating 
people on 
conservation 
issues. We remain 
a chapter of the 
National Audubon 
Society. We also 
want to identify  
the area that we 
cover, so the title 
will include  
“Fond du Lac Area.”

Audubon Weed Warriors
The spring and early summer invasive weeding 
tackled Garlic Mustard, Celandine, and Dames 
Rocket. Our volunteers worked for 123 volunteer 
hours at Hobbs Woods, Kay’s Ledge, Lallier Park, 
Peebles Trail, and our adopted six acres in the  
Kettle Moraine. 

Our fall sessions in October and November 
targeted the small tree or bush called Buckthorn.  
We focused on Kay’s Ledge and six acres in the Kettle 
Moraine.

We would love to have you join us or find a wild 
spot that needs help. The DNR has been urging 
people to adopt a wild spot and help remove the 
invasives that are crowding out our native plants. 
Don’t forget that saving habitat helps the birds as well!



 
 

Small Mountain Owls
Wednesday, January 14, 7 pm via Zoom from home  
Join us for a presentation with Scott Rashid, Director 
of the Colorado Avian Research and Rehabilitation 
Institute (CARRI). Originally from Fond du Lac, 
Scott has been living in Estes Park since 1989. 

Small Mountain Owls is the name of Scott’s most 
recent book. His presentation covers four small owls 
found in the western mountains, especially in the 
Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) area. Learn 
about the natural history of the Northern Pygmy-
Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Boreal Owl, and the 
Flammulated Owl. Scott has been researching and 
rehabilitating these owls for more than 30 years.

Scott has documented the first nest of Flammulated 
Owls in RMNP and the first-ever Boreal Owl 
nest there and each species’ preferred habitats, nests, 
feeding, courtship, growth of young, and more.

Scott and his researchers have been trapping and 
banding these birds as part of their research. Find out 
the results of banding operations, how many of the 
birds are captured by CARRI members each fall, and 
where they may spend the winters.

A link to the Zoom presentation will be emailed to members and be 
on our Facebook page. Anyone not currently receiving our email notices 
and wanting the January Zoom link, please send us your email at 
fondyaudubon@gmail.com. We do not share our email list and only use 
it for our program reminders.

Snowshoe Saturday at Kiekhaefer Park 
Saturday, January 17, 1 pm, 4235 Kiekhaefer Parkway
Enjoy a guided winter exploration of the hilly trails 
at beautiful Kiekhaefer Park. If there is good snow, we 
will snowshoe; otherwise we will hike. (Canceled if 
too muddy, raining, or temp/wind chill below zero.)

Limited snowshoes will be available by reservation 
at no charge, courtesy of Attitude Sports. For trail 
conditions or to reserve snowshoes, contact Diana at 
920-922-7931 or dianahbeck@gmail.com.

Audubon Bird Seed Sale
Saturday, January 31, 9 –11 am  
Haentze Floral Company, 658 Fond du Lac Avenue
Pre-order bird seed by January 10. See our flyer or 
the order form on our website. We offer high quality 
seed to attract a variety of birds to your feeders. There 
is limited seed available if not pre-ordered.

How to get information:
1) email fondyaudubon@gmail.com and we’ll email 
or snail mail a flyer, or 
2) check our website: fdlaudubon.org, or  
3) call Lori at 920-960-7930

Gardening for Pollinators  
Using Native Plants
Wednesday, February 11, 7 pm, MPTC, Room B141   
Margie Winter, Fond du Lac Audubon vice-
president, will give this presentation about supporting 
pollinators as well as birds with the use of native 
plants in your yards and gardens. Margie will share 
information and photos of native plant species (trees, 
shrubs, and wildflowers) that she grows in the gardens 
on her property that maintain adult pollinators as well 
as pollinator larvae. Learn about plants for sun, part-
shade, and shade. Discover gardening practices that 
encourage pollinators.

Great Backyard Bird Count
February 13 – 16, your own backyard
Contribute to this successful bird count. More 
than 173,000 people of all ages worldwide join the 
four-day count annually to create a snapshot of the 
distribution and abundance of birds. Observations can 
be made from the comfort of your home and only 
involve a minimum of 15 minutes. The website has 
wonderful aids for identifying the birds in our area. 
Enter the results online; final totals and results are 
available later to all participants. Details are on the 
website: gbbc.birdcount.org.

Fond du Lac County Audubon Society
  

AUDUBON PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

Poster & Speaking Contests 
The Fond du Lac County Land and Water 
Conservation Department has an annual Conservation 
and Environmental Awareness (Grades K – 12) student 
poster contest and speaking contest (Grades 5 – 12). 
For more information on these contests, search for 
FDL County Land Water Conservation Department 
and then click on School Information on the left.
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P.O. Box 84
Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0084

Submit articles for the Audubon newsletter  
via e-mail to mcleancowan@gmail.com

T H E H E RO N

Mail this form with payment to:  
Fond du Lac County Audubon, Membership Services 

 N5545 Winnvue Court, Fond du Lac, WI 54937

M E M B E R S H I P
Yes! I want to become a member or renew my  
membership to the National Audubon Society, and  
the Fond du Lac County Chapter. The annual  
membership dues of $40 entitle me to six issues of  
the Audubon magazine, and all local chapter benefits.  
I am enclosing a check payable to Fond du Lac  
County Audubon.
I am only interested in being a member and  
supporting the programs of the Fond du Lac County 
Audubon. The annual local membership dues of $20 
entitle me to receive the chapter newsletter and all 
chapter benefits. I am enclosing a check payable to 
Fond du Lac County Audubon. 
I am a new member.          I am a renewing member.

Name				  

Address

City			    	 State		  Zip

Phone

Email

Margie Winter, Vice President
I have served as vice president since 2008 and 
previously was board president for six years. I 
originally joined the Fond du Lac County Audubon 
Society in 1987 after moving to the area. I was 
looking to meet people with my environmental 
interests and I found them! My first project was 
fundraising for the Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon 
Release. Thomas Schultz created the artwork for 
Peregrine T-shirts. This successful project’s outreach 
was throughout the country. 

I became a full-time biology and environmental 
science teacher at Goodrich High School. In the 
1990s I chaired a one-day Fond du Lac Audubon-
sponsored conference called DISCOVER. I’ve 
enjoyed and participated in many great projects 
and programs we sponsored and hope those of you 
reading this will get involved with speaker programs, 
summer walks, local volunteer work projects, an 

annual bird seed sale, and event tabling 
at local venues. 
Please consider 
becoming a board 
member and share 
your ideas for this 
great organization.  

  
MEET THE BOARD


